
Chullin 52 – Good Morning Raboisai 

 What Must Be Checked – נפולה   

Gemara: 

     When an animal falls: 

 

 דין     

     Must check: 

• Entire digestive system 

• Spine 

• Ribs 

 

     Concern: 

• Internal damage (ריסוק אברים) 

 

     Exception 

     Trachea (קנה) and esophagus (ושט): 

     Strong organs → no concern 

 

   Bird Falling – Core Sugya 

     Large discussion: 

• Different surfaces 

 

 יסוד      

     Depends on: 

• How much the fall is absorbed 

 

   Falling into Water 



     If bird falls into water: 

 

 דין     

     If it can: 

• Swim against the current →  כשר 

 

     If only floats downstream: 

• Not proof 

 

     Additional 

     Compare to floating object: 

• If faster → shows strength 

 

   Soft vs Hard Surfaces 

 :כלל     

• Soft / cushioned → no concern 

• Hard / rigid → concern 

 

     Examples 

     Soft: 

• Cotton (processed) 

• Loose straw 

• Fine sand 

     Hard: 

• Tight bundles 

• Thick reeds 

• Heavy sand 



 

   Slanted vs Direct Fall 

     If falls: 

• On a slant → absorbs impact →  כשר 

     Falls: 

• Straight down → strong impact → concern 

 

   Detailed Cases (Many Examples) 

     The Gemara lists many materials 

 

 יסוד מאחד     

     Anything that: 

• Slides / absorbs (משתריק) → safe 

     Anything that: 

• Stops suddenly → danger 

 

   Glue Trap Case 

     Bird stuck in glue 

 

 מחלוקת     

• One wing stuck → מחלוקת 

• Two wings stuck → טריפה 

 

     Reason 

     One wing: 

• May reduce impact 

     Two wings: 



• No control 

 

   Ribs (צלעות) – Majority 

     Animal has: 

• 26 ribs 

 

 דין     

     Majority = 12 

     Based on: 

• 11 significant ribs per side 

 

     Important 

     Break must be: 

• Upper section (important area) 

 

   Broken vs Uprooted 

     Difference: 

• Broken → less severe 

• Uprooted (נעקר) → more severe 

 

 דין     

     Uprooted ribs: 

• Even fewer can make  טריפה 

 

    Rav’s Rule 

     Even one rib removed 

     Together with part of vertebra 



 טריפה     

 

     Opposite Ribs 

     Two ribs opposite each other 

 

 דין     

     Considered very severe 

     Like animal split (גיסתרה) 

 

     Key Question Strategy 

     Talmidim asked cleverly: 

     Asked about two ribs 

 

     Reason 

     To deduce: 

 of one rib דין •

 of two ribs דין •

 

     Additional Treifos (Shav Shemaitsa) 

     Three new cases: 

• Rib uprooted from root 

• Skull mostly crushed 

• Majority of stomach covering torn 

 

     Skull Measurement 

     Question: 

• Majority by height 



• Or by circumference 

 

     Remains: 

 תיקו •

 

     Outer Stomach Covering 

     Meat covering stomach 

 

 דין     

     If majority torn → טריפה 

 

     Discussion: 

• Torn vs missing 

 

     Animal Attacks (Venom) 

     Predators: 

• Insert venom via claws 

 

 דין     

     Applies to: 

• Larger predators (wolf and above) 

 

     Smaller animals: 

• Not included 

 

     Final יסוד 

• Falls depend on impact absorption 



• Surfaces determine severity 

• Movement after fall proves health 

• Rib damage depends on location and type 

• Opposite ribs are especially severe 

• Additional treifos expand original list 

• Physical structure defines halacha 

 

  Key Takeaways (English) 

• After a fall, we check for internal damage, especially spine and ribs 

• Soft or angled surfaces reduce the risk of treifa 

• A bird that can swim strongly after falling is considered healthy 

• One wing may reduce impact, but two wings stuck means danger 

• Rib damage depends on number, location, and whether they are uprooted 

• Opposite rib damage is particularly severe 

• There are additional treifos beyond the Mishnah list 

• Many halachos depend on how force is absorbed in the body 
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 לעילוי נשמת אמי מורתי רות בת הרב מנחם מנדל 
 לע״נ הרבנית הצדקנית ממעזיבוז׳ מרת רחל בת מתתיהו ע״ה 

 


