
Chullin 42 – Good Morning Raboisai 

   Opening Mishnah – List of Treifos 

Gemara: 

     The Mishnah lists multiple cases of treifos 

     Main theme: 

• Many cases involve a puncture (hole) in vital organs 

 

     Examples Mentioned 

• Hole in the esophagus 

• Hole in the brain membrane 

• Hole in the heart reaching the cavity 

• Severed spinal cord 

• Missing liver entirely 

• Hole in the lungs 

• Hole in the stomach / intestines 

• Hole in the gallbladder 

 

נקב –יסוד      (Puncture) 

     The Gemara groups many cases under one idea: 

 (a hole) נקב     

 

     Principle 

     If a vital organ is: 

• Punctured through and through 

     It becomes: 

 טריפה  •

 



   Special Case – Liver 

     If entire liver removed → טריפה 

     If small amount remains →  כשר 

 

     Reason 

     Liver can regenerate 

     Therefore: 

• Partial damage is not fatal 

 

   Lungs 

     If lung: 

• Has a hole 

• Or missing part 

 טריפה     

 

   Digestive System 

     Animal has multiple stomachs 

     Key rule: 

• If hole goes to outside → טריפה 

• If between internal sections → not necessarily a problem 

 

   Fall (נפילה) 

Case: 

• Animal falls from height 

 

 דין     

     Concern: 



• Internal damage (crushed organs) 

     Must: 

• Wait 24 hours 

     If survives →  כשר 

     If not →  טריפה 

 

   Broken Ribs 

     If most ribs broken 

 טריפה     

 

   Attack by Animal (דריסה) 

     If attacked by predator 

     Concern: 

• Internal infection / damage 

 

 חילוק     

• Small animal → even smaller predator 

• Large animal → requires stronger predator 

 

   Final Rule in Mishnah 

 :כלל     

• Any condition that cannot survive →  טריפה 

 

    Source for Treifa 

 :asks ריש לקיש 

     Where do we see treifa in Torah? 

 



     Answer 

From פסוק: 

     Only animals that can live normally are permitted 

     Anything that cannot survive → אסור 

 

 מחלוקת     

     Does a טריפה live or not? 

• One view → cannot live 

• Other view → can live 

 

 נפקא מינה     

     Even if it lives: 

• Still  אסור 

 

18 – מספר הטריפות        

     Tradition: 

• There are 18 treifos 

     Even though many cases listed 

 

     Resolution 

     Gemara groups cases together 

 

     Example 

     All puncture cases: 

• Count as one category 

 

     Other cases: 



• Added or grouped 

     Final total: 

• Remains 18 

 

     Additional Cases 

Gemara brings: 

• Broken limb 

• Missing vertebrae 

• Organ shrinkage 

• Joint damage 

• Kidney disease 

• Flesh damage 

 

     Question 

     Why not more than 18? 

 

     Answer 

     Some cases: 

• Are not treifa 

• Or included in existing categories 

 

 יסוד הסוגיא      

• Many cases exist 

• But grouped into categories 

• Total remains 18 

 is major category נקב •

• Survival defines treifa 



 

  Key Takeaways 

• Many treifos are based on punctures in vital organs 

• A full hole in a critical organ makes the animal treifa 

• Some organs (like the liver) can partially recover 

• Internal vs external damage is a key distinction 

• Falling or attack can create treifa due to internal damage 

• The defining rule is whether the animal can survive 

• There is a tradition of 18 categories of treifos 

• Multiple cases are grouped together to maintain this number 
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