
Chullin 34 – Good Morning Raboisai 

 Status of Hands – טומאת ידים   

Gemara: 

Chachamim instituted: 

     Hands have a special דין of  טומאה 

     Status: 

 (weak level) שני לטומאה •

 

     Capability 

     A שני can: 

• Affect very sensitive food 

     But normally: 

• Cannot affect regular חולין 

 

   Mishnah Problem 

Case: 

• Animal did not bleed 

     Meat: 

• Not  מוכשר לקבל טומאה (not prepared to receive tumah) 

 

     Result 

     If touched by hands (שני): 

     Nothing happens 

 

   Question 

Case: 

• Animal did bleed 



     Meat is now: 

 מוכשר לקבל טומאה  •

 

     So if hands touch it: 

     Should become טמא 

     But how? 

     A שני should NOT affect חולין 

 

הכשר לקבל טומאה  –יסוד      

     Food only becomes susceptible after: 

• Contact with liquid 

     Blood qualifies 

 

     Without blood 

     No susceptibility 

     No tumah transfer 

 

   Answer – חולין שנעשו על טהרת הקודש 

Gemara introduces: 

     Case is NOT regular  חולין 

     Rather: 

 קודש treated like חולין •

 

     Explanation 

     Person accepts upon himself: 

• Higher standard of purity 

     Treats meat: 



• Like korban meat 

 

   Result of This Stringency 

     Because of this: 

• Even a  שני 

     Can make the meat: 

 שלישי  •

 

 Levels of Stringency – מחלוקת   

Gemara discusses multiple levels: 

 (standard chumra) שלישי makes → שני      .1

2.      Stronger view → can go further 

3.      Extreme view → even upgrades level 

 

     Key  יסוד 

     These are NOT natural halachos 

     They come from: 

• Personal acceptance (קבלה) 

 

 Limitation – רבי יהושע    

     Holds: 

• This only applies to: 

 חולין שנעשו על טהרת תרומה     

     Not: 

 קודש treated like חולין •

 

     Therefore 



     According to him: 

• Our Mishnah cannot match 

 

   Answer to רבי יהושע 

     When he said: 

 תרומה •

     He meant: 

• Even תרומה 

     Certainly: 

 applies קודש •

 

 יסוד מחלוקת   

 ?works fully האם קבלה      

• Some say: 

     Yes → full impact 

• Others: 

     Limited impact 

 

 ”You Are What You Eat“ – טומאת הגוף    

Beraisa: 

     If a person eats: 

 ראשון  becomes → ראשון •

 שני becomes → שני •

 שלישי  becomes → שלישי •

 

 שיטה  s’רבי יהושע     

     Adjusts levels: 

 שני  becomes → ראשון •



 שני remains → שני •

 שני becomes → שלישי •

 

   Question 

     Why doesn’t it follow simple downgrade rule? 

 

אדם –יסוד        vs אוכל 

Two approaches: 

 is more sensitive than food אדם •

 is less sensitive than food אדם •

 

     Example 

• Bird נבילה: 

     Touch → no tumah 

     Eat → becomes  טמא 

     Shows: 

• Eating creates stronger effect 

 

     Counter Proof 

 :שיעור טומאה     

• Food → 1 egg volume 

• Person → 2 egg volumes 

     Shows: 

• Person is LESS sensitive 

 

     Conclusion 

     Cannot compare directly 

     Different systems 



 

 פתרון רבי יהושע      

     Introduces concept: 

• Intermediate processes 

 

     Example – Liquids 

• Liquid touching  שני 

     Becomes ראשון 

 

     Then: 

• That liquid affects other food 

     Creating chain where: 

 possible שני → שני •

 

     Key Mechanism 

     Indirect transfer 

     Through: 

• Liquids 

 

     Challenge 

     If so: 

• Should become ראשון directly 

 

  Answer 

     Not all cases treated equally 

     Special categories (like טבול יום) differ 

 



     Final Clarification 

 :limits his rule רבי יהושע     

• Only applies to תרומה-level stringency 

     Not full  קדשים 

 

     Final יסוד 

• Hands = weak )טומאה )שני 

 normally unaffected חולין •

• Liquid enables tumah 

• Personal stringency upgrades status 

 how far this goes מחלוקת •

 systems differ אוכל vs אדם •

 

  Key Takeaways (English) 

• Hands are considered a second level of impurity 

• Meat only becomes susceptible to impurity after contact with liquid 

• Regular chullin is not affected by a second-level impurity 

• If treated like kodesh, stricter rules apply 

• Dispute how far personal stringency affects halacha 

• Eating impurity affects the body differently than touching 

• Liquids can act as a bridge in impurity transfer 
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