
Chullin 27 – Good Morning Raboisai 

 Bird vs Animal – שיעור שחיטה   

Mishna: 

• Bird (עוף) 

     One סימן is sufficient 

     Even: 

 סימן  of one רוב •

 

• Animal (בהמה) 

     Requires two סימנים 

 of both רוב     

 

   “ בדיעבד  –השוחט”   

Gemara: 

     Language “השוחט” implies: 

 בדיעבד •

 

 לכתחילה     

     One should: 

• Aim to cut properly 

• Not rely on minimal  רוב 

 

 רוב ככולו   

     Principle: 

• Majority is like the whole 

     Applies to: 

• One סימן in bird 

• Two סימנים in animal 



 

   Additional Requirement – ורידים (Bird) 

Gemara: 

     In a bird 

     Need to cut: 

 (jugular veins) ורידים •

 

     Reason 

     To allow: 

• Blood to drain 

     Not part of simanim requirement 

     Additional requirement 

 

   Half Cut – Invalid 

• Half of one סימן (bird) 

 פסול      

• One and a half (animal) 

 פסול      

 

   Source – Where Is שחיטה Done 

Gemara discusses: 

     Why from the neck? 

 

   Attempt – From “ושחט” 

 אמר רב כהנא

     Learn from word “ושחט” 

     Meaning: 

• Place that bends (neck) 



• Place of blood flow 

 

  Rejection 

     Could be: 

• Tail 

• Ear 

     Not definitive 

 

   Attempt – From Blood Flow 

 :should be where שחיטה     

• Blood flows out strongly 

 

  Rejection 

     Could be: 

• Nose 

• Heart 

     Not conclusive 

 

   Attempt – From Voice Area 

 where animal produces sound מקום     

 

  Rejection 

     Could be: 

• Tongue 

     Not definitive 

 

    Final Conclusion 



 :location is שחיטה     

 (tradition) מסורת •

     From Moshe Rabbeinu 

 

 Role פסוק     

 :פסוקים     

• Not primary source 

     Only: 

• Support / hints 

 

     Limit of Cut 

     From פסוק: 

• Cut properly 

     Do NOT: 

• Cut entire head off 

 

     Another מקור – Korban Olah 

Gemara: 

     Head and fats mentioned separately 

     Shows: 

• Head already partially separated 

     Through  שחיטה 

 

 Animal and Bird – היקש      

     Torah places: 

• Animal and bird together 

 



 לימוד     

• Just as animal needs שחיטה 

     Bird also 

 

   Limitation 

 :teaches ”זאת“     

• Bird differs 

     Only requires one סימן 

 

     Bird Between Animal and Fish 

 בר קפרא

     Bird placed between: 

• Animal (needs 2 סימנים) 

• Fish (needs none) 

 

     Conclusion 

     Bird requires: 

• One סימן 

 

     Creation of Bird 

Gemara: 

     Was bird created from: 

• Water? 

• Earth? 

 

     Answer 

     Both 



     Therefore: 

• Middle category 

 

     Final יסוד 

• Animal → 2 סימנים 

• Bird → 1  סימן 

• Fish → none 

     Based on: 

• Nature and creation 

 

  Key Takeaways (English) 

• Bird requires one siman; animal requires two 

• Majority of required cut is sufficient 

• Bird also needs veins cut for blood flow 

• Partial cuts are invalid 

• Location of shechita is from tradition 

• Pesukim support but do not prove it 

• Bird is a middle category between animal and fish 

• This explains its unique halachos 
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