
Chullin 25 – Good Morning Raboisai 

טומאה מאויר ולא ממגע  –כלי חרס      

Gemara explains: 

 (earthenware vessel) כלי חרס •

     Becomes טמא from airspace (אויר) 

• But: 

     Does NOT become טמא from touching the outside 

 

 Rejected – קל וחומר   

     Suggestion: 

• If other כלים become טמא from outside touching 

 should also כלי חרס     

 

  Rejection 

From Pasuk: 

 ”כל כלי פתוח אשר אין צמיד פתיל עליו“ •

     Only when: 

• Tumah enters inside 

     Not from outside 

 

   Reverse קל וחומר 

     Suggestion: 

• Other כלים that are more strict (become  טמא from touching) 

     Should become טמא from airspace 

 

  Rejection 

From Pasuk: 

 ”תוכו“ •



     Only כלי חרס has this  דין 

 

   Four “ תוך” לימודים 

Gemara: 

     Word “תוך” appears multiple times 

Used to teach: 

1. Food inside becomes טמא 

2. Vessel itself becomes טמא 

3. Only כלי חרס has  דין אויר 

4. Inner vessel protected 

 

 כלי בתוך כלי   

Case: 

• Small vessel inside large כלי חרס 

     If outer becomes טמא 

     Inner remains טהור 

 

     Reason 

     Outer vessel becomes ראשון 

 כלי טמא  cannot make another ראשון     

 

   Rim Requirement 

     Inner vessel must be: 

• Higher than outer rim 

     Otherwise: 

• Tumah air enters 

     Everything becomes טמא 



 

 Covered כלי חרס   

Case: 

 with tight lid כלי חרס •

     Even in severe טומאה 

     Inside remains טהור 

 

     Source 

From Pasuk: 

 ”צמיד פתיל“ •

     A proper seal protects 

 

   Other  כלים 

     Metal / wood vessels 

• Become טמא from touching outside 

• Do NOT become טמא from airspace 

 

   Next Mishna – Flat vs Receptacle 

• Flat wooden כלי 

 טהור     

• Flat metal  כלי 

 טמא      

 

    Reason 

     Metal: 

• Considered important 

     Even flat =  כלי 

     Wood: 



• Needs a receptacle 

 

 (Unfinished Items) גולמי כלים     

• Wooden כלי (unfinished) 

     Still  טמא 

• Metal כלי (unfinished) 

 טהור     

 

     Reason 

     Metal: 

• Must be finished for importance 

     Wood: 

• Can be used even unfinished 

 

     Missing Parts 

• Missing base / rim / handle 

     Metal: 

 טהור •

     Not complete  כלי 

 

     Missing Cover 

     Still usable 

     Therefore: 

 טמא •

 

     Bone כלי 

Gemara: 

• Bone vessels 



     Status like metal 

     Require full completion 

 

     Source 

From Pasuk: 

 ”וכל מעשה עזים“ •

     Includes: 

• Horns 

• Hooves 

 

     Exclusion 

     Birds not included 

     Their bones not valid כלי 

 

     Almond Case (Bitter vs Sweet) 

• Bitter almonds: 

     Edible when small 

• Sweet almonds: 

     Edible when large 

 

     Rule 

 :depends on חיוב     

• Stage when normally eaten 

 

     Result 

• Bitter (small) → חייב 

• Bitter (large) →  פטור 

• Sweet (large) → חייב 



• Sweet (small) →  פטור 

 

     Alternate View 

     Even bitter large: 

• Can be roasted 

     Therefore: 

 חייב  •

 

     Maaser Sheni – Liquids 

• Water: 

     Cannot be purchased 

• Wine: 

     Can be purchased 

 

     Case 

• Grape mixture (תמד): 

     Before fermentation: 

• Considered water 

     After fermentation: 

• Considered wine 

 

     Mikveh Rule 

• Water: 

     Can invalidate 

• Wine: 

     Does NOT invalidate 

 

     Partnership Case 



• Brothers inherit 

     If not divided: 

• Considered one unit 

     No extra fee (קלבון) 

 

• If divided and re-partnered: 

     Now partners 

     Must add  קלבון 

 

     Maaser Beheima 

     Partners: 

• Exempt 

     Individual: 

 חייב  •

 

     Final יסוד 

• Definition of כלי depends on: 

o חומר (material) 

o שימוש (use) 

o גמר מלאכה (completion) 

 

  Key Takeaways (English) 

• Earthenware becomes impure through airspace, not touch 

• Other vessels are the opposite 

• Inner vessel protected from outer tumah 

• Flat metal vessels can become impure; wood cannot 

• Unfinished wood vessels are valid; metal are not 

• Completion defines status of vessel 



• Bone vessels treated like metal 

• Food obligation depends on normal eating stage 

• Water vs wine affects halachos of mikveh and maaser 

• Partnership changes obligation in maaser beheima 
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